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‘FEIJOA DESERVES MORE
.USE AS GARDEN SHRUB

By ANDREW A, McCORNACK |seeds. The fruits have a rich, aro-
Farm Adviser matic pineapple-like odor. They
The Feijoa, or pineapple guava, are primarily used for eating fresh
is quite commonly planted in Cali- |but they can be made into jellies
fornia as an ornamental shrub. and jams, which have a flavor that
The plants develop into large |is distinct and delicate.
Ishrubs or small trees when ma-| There are three good varieties
h ture, and are hardy evergreens, of Feijoa for our area; Coolidge,
standing temperatures of 15 to 20 |Choiceana, and Superba, Commer-
degrees. The upper surface of the |cially, varieties are propagated by
leaves is dull green, while the low- |layering and whip-grafting. Cut-
er side is a silvery-green color. tings of young wood from ends of
The flowers are especially at-|branches root under glass. Many
tractive and ornamental. Each of the Feijoas which are grown as |
blossom consists of four cupped, ornamentals now have been start- |
fleshy petals which are a reddish-|ed from seeds and are not com-
purple color above and white be-|mercial varieties. Anyone wishing
low. These petals can be eaten|plants can obtain seeds and sow
and have a delicate, appealing fla- |them in pots, or flats with a good,
vor, A tuft of crimson stamens in well-drained soil. When the seed- |
the center of the flower contrast|lings come up, they should he|
with the reddish-purple petals and |shaded. Plant them in their pcr—‘
yellow anthers, manent location when about four |

BRAZIL NATIVE g‘;’;ﬂ!gligh.

The native home of the Feijoa Colc;'lid R YAF:"]ETY 2 l
|is Brazil and Uruguay. It was in-| = g? :;e t:eem"f' l;OPUOal‘
troduced into France and then in- ¥ named. One

; h plant will set an adequate crop.
to California about 50 years ago. {
Tta'a member af the myrtleifams Because of its self-fruitful nature,

! A it is the best Feijoa for individual
hich the guava also be-|' ;
Ll)s;.g;:: ’[“Y'lemFeijoa gi: more desir- yard plantings. The other two va-
able than the guava because it is rletlezs require another :.'ar{ely ar
much more hardy and withstands |S€edling for cross-pollination to
the climate of San Bernardino |Make them set a normal crop of
county satisfactorily. fruit. The coolidge variety pro-
The fruits mature from Septem- tfiluces a pearshaped fruit. The
ber to December and vary some- |18VOr is excellent, and is consid-
Shat in’ alzel analform, iHeing ered by many as the best Feijoa.
|spherical or pear-shaped and about The Cho‘c“mﬁ' produces an oval
two or three inches long. The l_?runlt. t“’;? toTthefe ]I.'lt(.‘h.ES 0; mm‘s
| ;- . in lengin. e iruit 1s of good |
| granular skin surrounds a mass of quality. The Superba ]'Jr.:)l:luces\l

|soft gelatinous pulp which con- : SRty
b .+ |somewhat small fruit which is of |
|'tains a large number of soft, white Excelient quality,

The Feijoa should be much more

widely planted as an ornamental
shrub because of its gray-green
40 Varieties to
Choose From

color and its unusual flowers.
>TOCK Guaranted to

Many people do not like the fruit
‘until they have acquired a taste|

Name and Color
| s S |
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for it, but the value of the shrub|.
lalone, without the fruit, makes it |’
la very worthwhile plant for many §
| gardens. i
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